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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.G 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

4. Claims 1-3, 6-10, 18, 21, 22, 25-27, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sato et al (6,212,517). 

In considering claim 1 , 

Sato et al. discloses an automated method for assisting a user of a client system in 

retrieving and browsing information, comprising: 

Retrieving and displaying on a display (Fig. 1, 50) of the client system a 
first information page (document text) responsive to user direction (Fig. 1 , Input 
Device 60) (see col. 3, lines 51-57; Fig. 7, Step 312; Fig. 13, Step 317); and 

Additionally displaying on the display a plurality of dynamically 
assembled information source identifiers identifying a plurality of information 
sources for user selection (various information - e.g., retrieval results, related 
keywords, etc.) wherein the information source identifiers are dynamically 
assembled, based at least in part on dynamically determined content of said first 
information page (see col. 3, lines 51-57; Fig. 7, Steps 320 and 330). 
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In considering claim 2, 

Sato et al. discloses a method wherein said additionally displaying comprises 
performing on said client system in real time, analysis of the first information page to 
determine presence of first keywords (see col 4, lines 29-33; Fig. 7, Step 314). 
In considering claims 6 and 7, 

Sato et al. discloses a method wherein said additional displaying further 
comprises performing on said client system in real time, retrieval of second keywords 
related to the presence ones of first keywords from one or more tables of related 
keywords on said client system, using said presence ones of first keywords, which further 
comprises retrieval of information source identifiers (Wn+i, WOm+i) identifying 
information sources having information associated with the second keywords from one or 
more information source tables on said client system, using said second keywords (see 
col. 4, lines 37-50; col. 11, lines 39-44; Fig. 7, Steps 340 & 350). 
In considering claim 8, 

Sato et al. discloses a method wherein said one or more tables of information 
sources must inherently be loaded/downloaded onto the client system. 
In considering claim 9, 

Sato et al. discloses a method wherein said additional displaying further 
comprises performing on the client system in real time, assembly of the plurality of 
information source identifiers (word ID Wj, word occurrence WO, total word occurrence 
TWO) dynamically identified based at least in part on presence ones of first keywords in 
said information page. 
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In considering claim 10, 

Sato et al. discloses a method wherein said additional displaying comprises 
performing on the client system in real time, transmission to a server (Fig. 14, la) a 
selected one of (a) a locator of the first information page, (b) a plurality of unique nouns 
of the first information page, (c) a plurality of first keywords present in the first 
information page, and (d) a plurality of second keywords related to the first keywords 
(see Fig. 7). 

In considering claim 18, 21, 22, 25, and 30, 

Sato et al. discloses an automated method in a server system (see Fig. 14; col. 12, 
lines 55-61) for facilitating provision of assistance to a user of a networked client system 
to retrieve and browse information, the method comprising: 

Receiving from said client system dynamically determined related first 

keywords of presence ones of second keywords, unique nouns, and a locator (Fig. 

2, Document Database 70) of a first information page being browsed on said 

client system (see col. 4, lines 29-33, lines 37-50); and 

In response, providing to said client system a plurality of information 

source identifiers identifying a plurality of information sources, based at least in 

part on said received related first keywords (see col. 4, lines 37-50; col. 11, lines 

39-44); and 

Dynamically determining related second keywords of said presence ones 
of first keywords; and said providing of information source identifiers to said 
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client system is made based at least in part on said dynamically determined 

related second keywords (see Fig. 7). 
In considering claims 26, 27, 31, and 32, 

Sato et al. discloses a method further comprising dynamically determining 
presence ones of a first keyword in said information page using said received unique 
nouns; and said providing of information source identifiers to said client system is made 
based at least in part on said dynamically determined presence ones of first keywords, 
which further comprises dynamically determining related second keywords of said 
presence ones of first keywords; and said providing of information source identifiers to 
said client system is further made based at least in part on said dynamically determined 
related second keywords (see col. 4, lines 29-33, lines 37-50; col. 1 1, lines 39-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 5, 11-17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 28, 29, and 33-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Sato et al. as applied to claims 1, 3, 18, 21, 25, and 30 above, and 
further in view of Angiulo et al (6,275,829). 

In considering claims 4 and 5, although Sato et al. shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, he fails to specifically disclose designating a browser of the client system to 
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perform the substantial features of the claimed invention. However, Angiulo et al., whose 
invention relates to allowing a user to automatically introduce a thumbnail image into a Web 
page to represent an original image, discloses such a browser (for viewing a web page) (see col. 
6, lines 33-35). Therefore, given the teachings of Angiulo et al., a person having ordinary skills 
in the art would have recognized the advantages of modifying Sato et al. for the purpose of 
allowing a user to execute a web-based search request. 

In considering claims 12, 15, 19, 23, 28, and 30, although Sato et al. shows substantial 
features of the claimed invention, he fails to specifically disclose displaying a thumbnail of the 
first or second information page. However, Angiulo et al. discloses such a thumbnail display of 
an information page (image) (see col. 5, lines 65-67; col. 6, line 1). Therefore, given the 
teachings of Angiulo et al., a person having ordinary skills in the art would have recognized the 
advantages of modifying Sato et al. for the purpose of allowing a user to view thumbnails of the 
each search result. 

In considering claims 13, 16, 20, 24, 29, and 34, although Sato et al. shows substantial 
features of the claimed invention, he fails to specifically disclose dithering of the first or second 
information pages into a thumbnail, for display. However, Angiulo et al. discloses such a 
thumbnail display of an information page (see col. 5, lines 65-67; col. 6, line 1). Therefore, 
given the teachings of Angiulo et al., a person having ordinary skills in the art would have 
recognized the advantages of modifying Sato et al. for the purpose of allowing a user to view a 
thumbnail of the returned searches all on one page. 

In considering claims 14 and 17, although Sato et al. shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, he fails to specifically disclose displaying a thumbnail in response to the 
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placement of a cursor next to a first information identifier corresponding to a first information 
source. However, Angiulo et al. discloses such a thumbnail display of an information page in 
response to the placement of a cursor, (see Figs. 2 and 3). Therefore, given the teachings of 
Angiulo et al., a person having ordinary skills in the art would have recognized the advantages of 
modifying Sato et al. for the purpose of allowing a user to make a specific action with the mouse 
cursor in order to display the thumbnails. 

In considering claims 35, 37, 39 and 40, 

Sato et al. discloses a server system, which is inherently coupled to a network 
through a network interface, and further comprising: 

An information source database (Fig. 7, Step 354) having a first plurality 
of keywords and a plurality of associated information source identifiers to 
facilitate augmented provision by a coupled client system dynamically assembled 
information source identifiers, based at least in part on dynamically determined 
content of a first retrieved information page being browsed on said client system 
(see Fig. 14, col. 12, lines 55-61); and 

A keyword database (Fig. 7, Step 354), having a second plurality of 
keywords and said first plurality of keywords, the first keywords being related to 
said second keywords, to facilitate determination of presence ones of first 
keywords in said first retrieved information page being viewed, and to facilitate 
determination of related second keywords of said presence ones of first keywords 
(note: the keywords from a first, second, or a specified number of query search 
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request made by the user can all be stored in Step 354) (see col. 4, lines 37-50; 7, 
lines 35-37; col. 11, lines 39-44). 

Although Sato et al. shows substantial features of the claimed invention, he fails to 
specifically disclose designating a browser of the client system to perform the substantial 
features of the claimed invention. However, Angiulo et al., whose invention relates to allowing a 
user to automatically introduce a thumbnail image into a Web page to represent an original 
image, discloses such a browser (for viewing a web page) (see col. 6, lines 33-35). Therefore, 
given the teachings of Angiulo et al, a person having ordinary skills in the art would have 
recognized the advantages of modifying Sato et al. for the purpose of allowing a user to execute 
a web-based search request. 

In considering claims 38 and 42, although Sato et al. shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, he fails to specifically disclose dithering module to dither the second retrieved 
information page into a thumbnail, for display. However, Angiulo et al. discloses such a 
dithering module (see Fig. 4, block 108). Therefore, given the teachings of Angiulo et al., a 
person having ordinary skills in the art would have recognized the advantages of modifying Sato 
et al. for the purpose of allowing a user to view a thumbnail of the returned searches all on one 
page. 

7. Claims 36 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sato et 
al. as applied to claims 35 and 39 above, and further in view of Gilmour (6,377,949). 

In considering claims 36 and 41, Although Sato et al. shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, he fails to specifically disclose a browser to facilitate viewing of a first 
retrieved information page, as well as using a lexical analyzer to facilitate determination of 



Application/Control Number: 09/452,328 Page 9 of 1 0 

Art Unit: 2153 

unique nouns in the first retrieved information page. However, Gilmour, whose invention 
discloses a method of assigning a confidence level to a term within an electronic document, 
discloses such a browser (Fig. 1, Browser Client 16) and lexical analyzer (Fig. 2, Lexicon 
Controller 45c; col. 9, lines 46-53) (Fig. 2, Lexicon Database 49; col. 14, lines 49-55). 
Therefore, given the teachings of Gilmour, a person having ordinary skills in the art would have 
recognized the advantages of modifying Sato et al. for the purpose of allowing a user to execute 
a web-based search request, in addition to allowing the search to compare the users' query with 
the words of a language and their definitions. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (Himmel et al. 6314423, Williamowski 6381598, Paulsen Jr. et al. 6078917, Wu 
5991756, Peercy et al. 5960429, Smiga et al. 6029171, Kirsch 5659732). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marlon Johnson whose telephone number is (703) 305-4642. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess, can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3230. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Marlon B. Johnson 




Dung C. Dinh 
Primary Examiner 
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